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Master Pattern
PO Box 977, Blue Lake, California 95525 saremy@patterndrafter.com ph: 707.616.7367

Dear Jane and John:

     Please find attached an estimate for your Woman’s Long Sleeve Running Top.  To answer a
few of your questions…

• I see some neck openings as short as 7” but 9” is fine if you are trying to allow for
adequate venting.

• You are correct, they are called princess seams and they are a great way to give a
flattering, close fit for a woman.

• I can definitely sew a sample for you and think it is best so that you can fit the garment
and see if everything is the way you want it.  I cannot sew it exactly how your factory
will but I can approximate the specialized machines you will end up using and sew it
accurately for fit.

• Regarding the seam treatment you are wanting…it is called flatlock or flatseam.  It is a
very specialized machine (although it is common) and not many factories have it.  Most
who sew these types of knits will have it but is is getting increasingly difficult to find
domestic factories who use it. From my experience, the application of this garment
(running) doesn’t necessarily need to be flatseamed.  It is a nice finish, but has some
production issues.  Since you are just starting out, I would suggest overlocking/serging.
You could then coverstitch the seams to make them lie flat (but it adds more thread with
the potential for making it a bit scratchier). (Coverstitch is how your shirt will be
hemmed and is the stitch you see on the hem of an ordinary T-Shirt).

• Regarding the rear pocket-it is not really possible to put a pocket in a seam sewn with a
flatseam machine. I’m sure there are ways to get around this but the added production
sewing cost may not be wise while in this start-up phase of your company. Overlocking
the seam would again be a good choice to be able to keep this pocket.

• Sending me your shirts (those of which you like the fit) would be extremely helpful, and I
do not need to take them apart. I will send them back unharmed.

• I can source your zippers for you. You may find a source in your Outdoor Retailer (an
outdoor trade show) guide, or your factory may be able to handle that for you.

• I do not have to make the patterns in the computer (most start-ups don’t have me do this)
unless your factory needs you to provide them with a marker or needs it in the computer
in order to cut it.  Some factories don’t like traditional hard copy patterns so we can talk
more about this once you know which factory you will use and what they need from you.

• I can usually get a first sample or pattern to you within 2-3 weeks of receiving all of your
info needed to start the work.

My questions for you:

• Do you have a size chart for RealFit or do you need me to create one?
• Do you have a timeline?
• If you have a garment name and/or style number, please let me know so I can label the

pattern correctly.
• I will also need a shipping address. If you have a shipping account you wish me to use,

please let me know.  Otherwise I ship everything Priority Mail.



Printed on Recycled Paper

Once I receive the go-ahead for the work, this is what happens next:
1. I make a base size, first draft of the pattern and a size chart for your company
2. I sew a sample and send it to you (I can also send you the pattern so that you can

sew the sample or have it sewn)
3. I then make any revisions to the pattern that are needed
4. If the revisions are significant, we make another sample, if they are not we move

in to grading (sizing) the pattern to the rest of the sizes. I also create the finished
measurements of the graded pattern.

Thanks so much for the great project outline…I’m sure I will have more questions but it’s a great
start.

Kind regards,

Saremy Graves
Master Pattern

www.patterndrafter.com




